
Dear Applicant 
 
My name is Dr Janet Orchard and I am writing to you as the Programme Director for the EdD.   I am pleased to have 
offered you a place on the programme for the coming academic year and want to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself to you formally and to highlight what I consider to be some of the key features of our programme. 
 
I have been a member of staff at the School of Education, University of Bristol since September 2010 and was 
appointed to my current role in 2017. My teaching and research interests focus on philosophy of education, applied 
particularly to vocational education for teachers. Within that brief, I am currently engaged in research into philosophy 
for teachers (P4T) and my work has recently been funded by the British Academy which will enable me to explore 
the value of critical reflection for teachers within a community of enquiry in 3 international contexts, the UK, Hong 
Kong and South Africa. My other research interests include promoting community relations in educational contexts, 
and religious, moral and citizenship education.   

 
Here is a picture of a workshop I organised recently in Hong Kong in conjunction 
with the University of Hong Kong, the Education University, Hong Kong, the 
Philosophy of Education Society of Australasia (PESA) and the Philosophy of 
Education Society of Great Britain (PESGB).  
 
 

Key Features  
Our Doctorate in Education (EdD) programme aims to stimulate and transform students' professional thinking and 
practice, whilst developing a deep understanding of real-life professional issues. The EdD carries the same status as 
a PhD, and is a careful balance of taught units and a research dissertation. Excellent doctoral-level research is the 
main aim of the programme, and the taught units are key to supporting candidates in developing subject knowledge 
and research skills. 

The SOE continues to take the lead in innovative and world-class research, 
teaching and learning.  All EdD units are designed and taught by world class 
academics with excellent research records. The taught stage supports 
students by broadening their theoretical and methodological knowledge and 
skills base in preparation for their own research. The programme’s success 
in recruiting and retaining high-achieving senior professionals with 
demanding jobs worldwide lies in the top quality of its teaching and in its 
comprehensive support structures for participants. Bristol’s EdD and PhD students share the same stimulating and 
collaborative research environment and facilities and events such as the SOE annual doctoral conference are 
organised jointly.  The profile of SoE doctoral students is international with more than 30 countries on five continents 
typically represented. 

Overall, our priority is to support candidates to complete the programme and to succeed in their professions at the 
same time. The EdD is structured to provide candidates with the support which enables them to achieve this success 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/doctoral-conference-2018/


whilst retaining the flexibility required, for example for mid-career professionals working full-time. Candidates study 
at their own pace with intensive two and a half day units; most units will be taken in Bristol, although students may 
have the opportunity to study some units at our partner institution, City University of Hong Kong.    

Just to give you a snapshot here is a picture of the some participants and Dr Liz 
Washbrook (one of the unit tutors) during the EdD unit Evaluating Quality and 
Improvement in Education. For students joining us this coming September this 
unit will be taught again in March/April 2020. 

 
Congratulations! 
Congratulations to all our graduates who had their awards conferred at the ceremonies on 19th July 2017 and 9th 
February 2018.  We were delighted to welcome back so many students to the celebratory tea party and welcomed 
the opportunity to meet their family and friends.  We are extremely proud to be able to acknowledge the academic 
achievement of our graduates.  Find out more from one of our recent graduates (Dr Gary Glasspool) here 
photographed with Professor Sally Thomas, another unit tutor on the programme and my predecessor as director. 
 

 
 
Your decision to pursue the EdD at Bristol is a great choice, and we are confident that you will not only enjoy the 
academic challenges but also the personal ones. 
 
In order to support preparations for your arrival please bookmark our ‘New Student Webpages’.   These webpages 
will contain information and reminders on pre-arrival tasks to support your academic study. 
 
If you have any questions about the programme or would like any support in helping you prepare for your 
programme, please do contact us. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Dr Janet Orchard 
EdD Programme Director 
School of Education 
University of Bristol 
 
If you are not already following us on Twitter we recommend you do so.  This is a great way to start becoming part 
of the SoE community and we would love to hear from you on your reasons for applying, aspirations and 
preparations for arrival by using the #MySOEBristol and tagging us @SoEBristol.  

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/news/2017/recent-graduate-dr-gary-glasspool-provides-an-insight-to-his-edd-studies.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/study/new-students/
https://twitter.com/GSOEBristol
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MyGSOEBristol?src=hash

